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                Viking Speech and Debate


                Puyallup High School 



                105 7th St SW



                 Puyallup, Wa. 98371


                 (253)841-8711
Dear Coaches and Debate Squad,




      

      September 13, 2013
The Puyallup High School Viking Debate Team cordially invites you to the annual “PHS Viking Invitational" on Friday, December 6th and Saturday, December 7th. We believe that, in the past, quality tournament preparation and a high caliber of competition combined to make the "PHS Viking Invitational" among the most challenging tournaments available to teams in the northwest.  It is our intention to re-build the same reputation and to create an atmosphere which allows students to push themselves toward the goal of preparation for state or national competition.  We are pleased to offer a quality tournament at the “Viking Invitational”.
We will do our best to make sure that the tournament runs smoothly, professionally, and on time. The philosophy of the tournament remains: to encourage scholarship, reward excellence, and balance the spirit of competition with the educational goals of forensics.  We hope that you will join us at the end of December to forge the spirit of competition and continue the tradition of excellence.
This year the Viking Invitational will be offering Policy, Lincoln-Douglas, Public Forum, and Congressional Debate.  As a consolation event for all students not clearing to out-round, students will be allowed to register for SPAR debate as a free activity on Saturday following the postings for the first elimination round.
Best – 

Sarah Sherry

and 

Taylor Reynolds

Puyallup Coach


Puyallup Coach

SUPERVISION 
The WIAA requires the presence, at all times, of a certificated staff member from the school or district supervising your participants. You will not be allowed to compete if you do not comply with this rule. 
Registration
Registration this year will occur through the website http://www.forensictournament.net. The deadline for registration is 4:00 PM on Wednesday, December 4th, 2013. Fees will be set as of the 4th. Drops after that time will not be deducted from the entry fee. Please register early. Changes in registration must be made at the website. We will leave the website open until Thursday afternoon at 4:00 PM for changes.  Changes after that time?  Please email Sarah ASAP at sherrysm@puyallup.k12.wa.us  . 

Concerning drops and changes: please make changes before Friday afternoon or Saturday morning. Late changes have drastic impacts on the tournament schedule. The earlier you can get changes to your entries made, the better the chances are for an ON TIME tournament.

DEBATE 
Please check www.nationalforensicsleague.org for the accurate topic wording for each type of debate.  All debates will run on the same schedule and so no students will be able to double enter in any events.  It is our intent to offer a full-service tournament which allows students to compete in 6 preliminary rounds, at which point, the top teams will be broken into a quarter finals round.  If there are fewer than 15 entries in an event, we will go directly to semi-finals.
Cross Examination: We will offer 2 divisions of CX - Novice and Open. Rounds will follow the 8-3-5 format with 6 minutes of prep time per team. 

Lincoln-Douglas: We will offer 3 divisions of LD- Novice, Junior, and Open. All Divisions of LD will use the November - December topic. Rounds will follow the 6-3-7-3-4-6-3 format and have 4 minutes of down time per competitor. 
Public Forum: We will be offering two divisions of Public forum – Novice and Open. We will use the December topic as published on the NFL website. Rounds will follow standard PF time format with 3 minutes of prep per team and teams will coin flip for pro/con or 1st/2nd speaker.
Congressional Debate:  We will be offering two divisions of Congressional Debate – Open and Novice.  We will have no more than 20 students per chamber. Based on the preliminary rounds, we will then break students to Super Session.  If we have fewer than 10 competitors in either category, we will likely collapse, but will still award the top novice speakers.
SPAR: We are pleased to be offering SPAR as a FREE consolation event to any students not clearing into elimination rounds.  Students who clear into elimination rounds will not be able to compete in both their debate event, as well as, SPAR.  We will use traditional spar timing:  Times: Aff-2; Neg-2; CX-5; Aff-2; Neg-2. There is one minute of preparation time after the topic is announced, before the first speaker.  While the basic theory of the event lies in the heart of argumentation, it is adjudicated as an IE.  (1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc. instead of,  Aff  vs. Neg).  There is a thorough and easy to understand description of SPAR on - https://www.forensicstournament.net/tournamentdocs/663-Rules%20and%20mechanics%20of%20Spar.doc  or simply google search “the rules for spar debate”.  
Awards:

Debate: LD, CX, and PuFo: Trophies will be awarded to debaters reaching quarter finals and higher in all divisions.  (In policy and public forum, both competitors will receive trophies.)
Speaker Awards: Awarded to the top five speakers in each division.

Student Congress:  Awarded to the top five speakers in Super Congress and the top Presiding Officer.
SPAR:  Awarded to all finalists, in addition to trophies for the top three competitors.
Judging:

1. Schools are required to provide one judge for every two (2) CX teams and every three (3) LDers or Public Forum Teams.  One judge is required to be nominated and available for each school entering Student Congress participants.  For each increment of 8 entries in Congressional Debate, a school should provide one (1) congressional judge (So, if a school enters 9 students in Congress, they should provide two (2) judges.)  

2.  Judges are obligated to stay and judge ONE round after their entire team has been eliminated.  This is great practice for all judges at the state tournament, but a necessary function which is frequently overlooked when we have hidden finals during the 6th round.  This is a full-elimination tournament.  There are very few tournaments still offering a full slate of out-rounds to all competitors.  We are committed to celebrating student success, but this only works if we have a full slate of judges.  Your help with facilitating this from your end is deeply appreciated.  

3. Judges are obligated to judge the category of debate for which their team is competing.  Please only sign a judge up for a single event for judging.  Please Do Not  tell us all of the events the judge is capable of judging, but rather the one category in which that judge will be placed.
4. We do not have many judges for hire. For those programs outside Western Washington, we can work out extra judges for you to "rent". Please call in advance. Do not show up short. Competitors will be dropped.

5.  Due to district mandate, the following statement must be included.  As a part of your overall registration fee, food and beverages are provided as a service for your judges.

Fees:  

Schools will only be assessed one “Team” fee, no matter how large or small their entry is.

Team (squad) Fee: $30

Policy Teams: $30

PFD teams: $30
LD speakers: $15


Stu Co: $15/entry

SPAR:  Free with re-registration
Food:
You will have a number of options. A snack bar, espresso stand, and food court will be open with a variety of foods. Downtown Puyallup has the usual assortment of "healthy" fast food within a quarter mile of the school.

Directions:
From the north: via I-5 take the Puyallup Exit approximately tow miles south of Federal Way. Turn right off of the exit. Go about one block and turn left at the light. Follow Hwy. 161 for about eight miles to the center of downtown Puyallup. Turn right on Pioneer. Go two blocks and look for PHS on the right. Park in the faculty parking lot behind the school.

From the south: via I-5 move to the right lane after you pass Mc Chord Air Force Base, then take the Puyallup/Highway 512/ Highway 161 exit North to Puyallup. Take the third Puyallup exit (Orting/Pioneer East). Turn left on Pioneer and follow it thought downtown to Puyallup HS.  PHS will be on the right. Park in the faculty parking lot behind the school.

From the north; via Hwy. 167: Stay on 167, until it ends in a "T" with Meridian. Turn left on Meridian. Go over the Puyallup River Bridge into downtown Puyallup. After you cross Steward, start looking for Pioneer. Turn right on Pioneer. PHS is approximately five blocks ahead on Pioneer on the right. Park in the faculty lot behind the school.

Hotels:  Because of the Puyallup Fair, there are a number of reasonably priced hotels in the area; including a brand new Hampton Inn and Fairfield, all of which are within 5 miles of the school.  If you are interested in rooms, there are the expected Holiday Inn and Best Western – and if you are looking for a very budget friendly option – albeit not the nicest place on the planet (NW Motor Inn and Motel Puyallup)  All hotels are close (easily within a couple of miles) to a wide variety of eating and grocery shopping options.  Please contact us, if you would like recommendations or if we can help facilitate your choices.
Remember:
1. We reserve the right to refuse further entries once the physical capacities of the PHS facilities have been met. First come/first serve entries guarantee a reserved spot for early registration. Once the reserved spots have been taken, no other entries will be accepted.

2. Register early. We recommend entering your team by Monday, December 2nd. No Drops will be credited after Wednesday, December 4th at 4pm.
3. Fees will be assessed as of 4pm on Wednesday, December 4th.  Any and all drops made after this point will be charged.
4. Please contact us about your drops prior to the tournament dates. Drops are the main reason tournaments get off to a slow start. Everyone benefits by phoning in drops.  It is easiest to reach me on my cell phone during this time or to email any drops or changes.  Calling the school line will only cause chaos as 9/10ths of those messages are never received.  PLEASE contact me personally and early at sherrysm@puyallup.k12.wa.us.  Adds after the 4th, will only be accepted if the physical capacity of the building has not been exceeded. 

Schedule:

FRIDAY:
3:00 -

Registration

3:45  - 

Round I Debate

4:00 – 6:30 - 
Session I Student Congress

6:00  - 

Round II Debate

7:00 – 9:30 -
Session II Student Congress

7:45 - 

Round III Debate

SATURDAY:
8:00 - 

AM Round 4 H/L

8:30 – 10:30 - 
Session I Super Congress

10:00 - 
Round 5 H/H

11:30 – 2:00 - 
Session II Super Congress

12:30 -

Round 6

3:00 or STAT
Quarter Finals

3:00 – 3:15 
Registration for SPAR

3:30 – 4:15 -
SPAR round 1

4:15 – 5:00 -
SPAR round 2

5:30 -

Awards

6:15 -

Semi-Finals – all subsequent rounds immediately following the end of the previous.

6:15 – 

SPAR Finals

Questions?
Contact Sarah Sherry at sherrysm@puyallup.k12.wa.us .
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